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L im i t a t i on  on  Numbe r  o f  Mea l s / Snacks  Pe r  Ch i l d   

P e r  Day  I n  t he  Ch i l d  Ca r e  Food  P r og r am  
 

Th i s  I n s t r u c t i on  s e t s  f o r t h  t he  po l i c y  on  t he  numbe r  o f  r e imbu r sab l e  
mea l s / s nacks  t ha t  may  be  s e r v ed  pe r  ch i l d  p e r  d ay .  
 
S ec t i on  17 ( f ) ( 2 ) ( B )  o f  t he  Na t i ona l  S choo l  Lunch  Ac t  p r oh i b i t s  
r e imbu r semen t  t o  any  i n s t i t u t i on  o r  f am i l y  o r  g r oup  day  ca r e  home  
sponso r i ng  o r gan i z a t i on  f o r  mo r e  t ha t  two  mea l s  and  one  supp l emen t  pe r  
ch i l d  p e r  d ay .  G i v en  t he  f a c t  t ha t  Cong r e s s  I n t ended  t o  r educe  Ch i l d  Ca r e  
Food  P r og r am  expend i t u r e s  by  enac t i ng  t h i s  l im i t a t i on  i n t o  l aw ,  t he  l aw  i s  
i n t e r p r e t ed  t o  con t r o l  t h e  amoun t  o f  r e imbu r semen t  t ha t  c an  be  pa i d  by  
s e t t i ng  a  l im i t  ( t h r e e )  on  t he  t o t a l  numbe r  o f  mea l s  and  supp l emen t s  and  a  
l im i t  ( two )  on  t he  numbe r  o f  mea l s  ( a s  opposed  t o  supp l emen t s ) .  
The r e f o r e ,  a  ch i l d  c a r e  c en t e r  o r  f am i l y  d ay  ca r e  home  may  a s  a  max imum,  
s e r v e  e i t h e r  two  mea l s  and  one  supp l emen t  o r  two  supp l emen t s  and  one  
mea l .  
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